[image: image1.jpg]STATE







SIGNAL FIVE


[image: image2.jpg]STATE





(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

COLUMBUS, OHIO
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BARGAINING ENTERS FINAL PHASE

Last week, following days of mediation conducted by Mediator/Fact Finder Harry Graham, the Union and the State declared that the parties had reached an “Impasse” in their bargaining and the bargaining process turned from contract negotiation to a statutory Fact Finding Hearing to be followed by the issuance of a Report and Recommendations by the Fact Finder.

February 22, 23 and 26, 2007 have been reserved for the Fact Finding Hearing which will be conducted in Columbus. Dr. Harry Graham a nationally recognized arbitrator will hear the evidence presented by both the Union and the Employer on each of the open or unresolved Articles of the Collective Bargaining Agreement. The Fact Finder will also receive written documentation and evidence in support of the opposing positions of the parties on the Articles that remain contested at the time the Impasse was declared. 

The OSTA Bargaining Committees under the leadership of Bargaining Unit #1 Chair, Trooper Shane Johnson and Bargaining Unit #15 Chair, Sergeant Walter Davis have had their respective committees working hard to gather the arguments and supporting date for the over twenty Articles that remain unresolved.  The Combined Bargaining has been coordinated by Union President Trooper Larry Phillips and has utilized the talent and time of both Union attorneys, Herschel Sigall and Elaine Silveira. The committees have as well had the knowledge and experience of Union Executive Director Jim Roberts present throughout negotiations. 

Many dollars and cents issues such as the across the board wage increase that will operate retroactively from last July to July of 2009 is still open as is the issues of increased shift differential; a supplement for academic achievement; a funded workforce development program; a risk supplement reflecting the increased and increasing physical and psychological risks facing bargaining unit members; and pay for additional responsibilities such as “bridging”. Safety issues such as the continuance of the vest stipend and the issue of mandatory fire suppression units on all newly ordered patrol cars are also open and in need of resolution. 

The Union faces the claim of the Employer that it has established “pattern” bargained issues in earlier bargaining with the other public employee unions that must control the bargaining with OSTA.  The Union both opposes the concept and as well the breadth of the “pattern” Articles claimed by the State of Ohio. The Union seeks to at a minimum limit such pattern issues to the core issues common to all bargaining units. 

With a matter of days from the conclusion of the Fact Finding Hearing, Dr. Graham will issue his Report and Recommendations. All Union members will then have the opportunity if not the obligation to vote to either accept the Fact Finder’s Report and Recommendations or to reject the Fact Finder’s Report and Recommendations. In not fire and safety bargaining units a rejected Report can lead to a strike vote and to a strike by the bargaining unit.  In fire and safety bargaining units a rejection will bring the outstanding issues to final and binding arbitration.  However, the arbitrator (called a Conciliator) rarely overrules the findings of the Fact Finder. “So”, says President Phillips, “we should be prepared to make our best case to the Fact Finder.”  President Phillips noted that the Bargaining Committees have invested literally hundreds of hours in investigating, cataloguing, arguing, and presenting the needs of their fellow officers. “I cannot imagine that there has been a Bargaining Committee that has worked more smoothly together and as hard as have our Unit #1 and Unit #15 Committees. 

Members of the Bargaining Committees are as follows:

Unit #1 Troopers and Uniformed Communications Officers

Tpr. Shane Johnson, Chairperson

Tpr. Bob Farabaugh

Tpr. Tim Hall

Tpr. Ron Schneider

HPRD Sharon Collins 

HPRD Deb Feichter

ET 3 Shawn Piper

Unit #15 Sergeants

Sgt. Walter Davis, Chairperson

Sgt. Cindy Drake

Sgt. Doug Eck

Sgt. Randy Skaggs
“Without regard to the final outcome”, said OSTA President Trooper Larry Phillips, We all owe these men and women a debt of gratitude for caring enough to work so hard and so long in the interest of all Troopers, Sergeants, Dispatchers, Electronic Tech’s, Com Tech’s and Radio Operators. While the work is not over, the end is in sight,” said President Phillips.  

WE WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED AND UPDATED

