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OHIO TROOPERS COALITION

 

SIGNAL SEVEN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JULY 14, 2006

COLUMBUS, OH  43229

OHIO UNIVERSITY OFFICER NATHAN VAN OORT 

MEDICAL UPDATE

Lt. Steve Noftz of the Ohio University PD, issued an update on the condition of Nathan Van Oort, who was struck by lightening in Hocking County during the Athens to Columbus leg of the Special Olympics Torch run on June 22nd.


Lt. Noftz advised that Nathan appears to be on the road to a miraculous recovery although he is still not out of the woods as far as his official condition.  As you may know, Nathan showed no brain activity for days after the incident and was on life support with doctors talking options over with the family.


Within the last few days, Nathan has opened his eyes, pulled his breathing tube out on his own and began to move his arms and legs.  He is now breathing on his own and is maintaining his own heartbeat.

As of July 11th, he is able to tell the nurses his name and asks frequently about his family although he has yet to specifically name any of them in the room with him.  The neurologists have no explanation other than to advise they are going to move him into physical therapy soon.


He remains at the OSU Hospital Critical Care Unit, but may be moved by the end of the week.  All are cautiously optimistic. 
More updates will be provided as they are received.  Please keep Nathan and his family in your thoughts and prayers.


The Ohio Troopers Coalition established a fund for Nathan and his family at National City Bank.  If you would like to contribute, the account number is 111994191.


More information is available at http://www.mariettaonline.com/news/news_detail.php?ID=5863 

