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SIGNAL SEVEN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JUNE 23, 2006

COLUMBUS, OH  43229

OHIO TROOPERS CARING ESTABLISHES FUND FOR 

OHIO UNIVERSITY OFFICER NATHAN VAN OORT
OU Police Officer Nathan Van Oort was struck down by lightning while participating in the Special Olympics Torch Run from Athens to Fairfield County yesterday afternoon.  Nathan had just completed his ten-mile leg of the run and was taking a break with other runners when the storm stuck.  Officer Van Oort was seriously injured by the lightning strike. The lightning strike occurred at CR 33A approximately one-quarter mile from US Route 33.

OSHP escorted the emergency medical team that arrived at the scene to OSU Trauma Center where Nathan remains in the surgical intensive care unit. OTC President, Trooper Jeremy Mendenhall, part of the escort, stayed at the hospital to give some words of comfort to Officer Van Oort’s wife Ginny.  The Van Oorts have four children, two of whom are attending Ohio University.  The younger children are age 15 and age 12.  Nathan’s injuries are considered very serious.


President Mendenhall, noted how ironic it was that this Officer was giving of himself, as was his practice, to his community and to those who needed his help and how now his family finds itself needing help from others. “Here is a fellow officer who needs help for his family.  He needs the kind of people to come forward who are just like him.” said Trooper Mendenhall.  Mendenhall, who knows of the financial need of the Van Oort family referred the situation to Ohio Troopers Caring through Caring President Dispatcher Tammy Collins, and was told that Ohio Troopers Caring would establish a Van Oort Family Fund and contribute $1,000.00 as seed money for the fund.  The Fund is being established at National City Bank.  OTC District Nine has indicated that it will as a group donate to the fund. 


Any officers wanting to help a family in need are urged to contribute to the Van Oort Family Fund.  For instructions on just how these contributions can be made please call the OTC Executive Director, Jim Roberts, at 800 544-7948. Trooper Mendenhall said, “Nate Van Oort was not a member of OSTA or OTC, but he paid his dues to his fellow man and in doing so made all of us in law enforcement richer for his efforts. In that regard he was not only one of us, but one of whom we take great pride. Our prayers are with him and with his wife and family”, said President Mendenhall.  
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