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PHILLIPS TAKES THE HELM OF THE OSTA
Trooper Larry Phillips was elected President of the Ohio State Troopers Association at the Annual Conference of the Union held in Columbus, Ohio, June 8, 2006. Phillips, 46 years old and a 25-year veteran of the Patrol becomes only the fifth President of the OSTA. Newly elected Vice President, Sergeant Jim Adams, Secretary, Trooper Tim Hall and Treasurer, Trooper Chris Krantz will staff Phillips Administration. Phillips pledged to seize upon the best of the past while forging new programs and optimum communications with Troopers, Sergeants, and Uniformed Communications Officers in the field. 

In accepting the challenge of leading the union against a challenge from the old union from which the OSTA broke away ten years ago, Phillips said the three pillars of representation are “Benefits (wages and fringes), Job Security and Officer Safety” Phillips told the delegates to the conference; “We negotiated better contracts and better wages than did our challenger. Just check the record.  We certainly protect the jobs of our members better and more fully than any union anywhere, sparing no effort in challenging wrongful discipline.  Ask those we have returned to their jobs just how hard, how dedicated and how talented our lawyers and staff investigators are.  With regard to Officer Safety, we have actually led the nation in making sure that hundreds of thousands of law enforcement officers are wearing safe bullet resistant vests. Our union lawyers have served as national class action counsel in suits across this country. Their success has been phenomenal and because of our tenacity 360 of our officers will personally receive a share of the 29 million dollar Toyobo Settlement that the OHP had attempted to steer directly to it instead of individual officers. Already over one hundred and fifty of our officers have received a check for $739.00 each and more will follow in late July of this year.”  

Phillips invited anyone wanting to help guide the policy and performance of the union to become more active in the union’s affairs. “We need you”, he said. “We need to train the people who come after our current leadership.  We need those who will help build from the inside rather than throw bricks from the outside. Isn’t it apparent that those individuals who would destroy our union were free to run for office and if elected, free to assume the responsibility of leadership.  We don’t rule anyone off the ballot.  We don’t have limited memberships.  Every dues payer is a full fledged member, said Phillips noting that UCO’s were elected to leadership positions by the Conference, including electing UCO Tammy Collins, President of Ohio Troopers Caring; UCO Deb Fichter Treasurer of the OTC and E.J. Carpenter Treasurer of Troopers for a Safer Ohio. Phillips said, “We don’t have any “associate” members and we’re going to keep it that way”. 

