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(OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

August 15, 2006

Columbus, Ohio

For Immediate Release

UNION TO SEEK EXPEDITED REPRESENTATION ELECTION

UNION PRESIDENT PHILLIPS CALLS FOR CONSENT ELECTION

OSTA President Trooper Larry Phillips today instructed union lawyers to contact SERB in an effort to arrive at an expedited “consent” Representation Election with the OLC/FOP. “We had hoped’, said President Phillips, ‘that SERB would have already acted upon objections we raised about the way in which signatures were procured by the OLC in support of the Petition it filed with SERB for a Representation Election.  We filed our allegations of improper conduct by the OLC with SERB by affidavit on April 21, 2006. We had expected SERB to rule on the strength of the affidavit or conduct an evidentiary hearing on the issue,” said Phillips.  “However, as of this morning we had our Assistant General Counsel attend the regularly scheduled SERB meeting and we were still not on the agenda for action by SERB”, said Phillips.  OSTA has been informed that SERB may act in its meeting scheduled for the end of August.  

“Lets get on with it”, said President Phillips. “We have more than made our case to our membership as to why the OSTA is the Union that should remain the bargaining agent for Troopers, Sergeants and Uniformed Communications Officers. I have directed counsel to withdraw any objections filed with SERB and to proceed to an expedited election.  We have been geared up for months to go the bargaining table with the State of Ohio. Bargaining has been blocked while the OLC attempt to gain control of our bargaining unit remains unresolved”, said President Phillips. 

The OSTA will immediately contact SERB to ask SERB to establish the mechanism for the conduct of the election.  “We will ask that SERB make it as convenient as possible for our members to vote by permitting many voting sites and multiple voting dates.”

We will keep you informed as to the dates for the election. 
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