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OUR INTERNATIONAL UNION ANSWERS THE CALL IN ESTABLISHING A RELIEF FUND FOR OUR LAW ENFORCMENT MEMBERS SERVING AND SURVIVING IN THE STATES HARD HIT BY HURRICANCE KATRINA.  
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Police Union Launches Relief Fund 

Out of deep concern for police union members and their families in the areas devastated by Katrina, the International Union of Police Associations, AFL-CIO (I.U.P.A.) has launched a relief effort for officers and their families displaced by hurricane Katrina.  In announcing the program, International President Sam A. Cabral said, "Once again, the men and women who serve on the front line of so many major emergencies find themselves and their families facing harsh circumstances.  As we have on other occasions, we are again establishing a relief fund so our officers can continue their critical work knowing that the families they leave behind will receive much needed assistance." 

Once the problems caused by Katrina are resolved and the recovery efforts are completed, the I.U.P.A. intends to maintain the program in anticipation of the future needs of officers and their families as new disasters strike.  Referring to a relief effort by the union in Florida just last year following a series of disastrous hurricanes, Cabral said, "This is not the first time, and sadly not the last that we will be called upon to protect our members and their families.  We need to prepare for future disasters long before they occur." 

The relief fund which is called "IUPA/IPR Law Enforcement Disaster Relief Fund" has been created under the aegis of the union's Institute for Police Research.  100% of the relief fund donations will go to Law Enforcement families affected by hurricane Katrina.  In the years to follow, a core fund will be developed to hold reserves for future disasters. 

Donations will be tax deductible, and can be made by check or on line with a credit card.  Donors will be sent a letter of thanks and a confirmation of the amount sent both out of appreciation for their generosity and concern as well as for their own financial records. 

Details are available on the I.U.P.A. website at http://www.iupa.org/ which, at this writing,  is being updated with information regarding the program. 

In addition to the I.U.P.A.'s assistance other locals are laying plans to assist.  The Harris County Deputies Organization (H.C.D.O.), Local #154, I.U.P.A., in the Houston, TX area is offering lodging, food, and clothing to law enforcement families who have been displaced by this disaster.  The H.C.D.O. can be reached at (713) 755-8461 or (713) 755-7247. 

Friday, at the start of the big Labor Day weekend, more than forty union officials gathered at AFL-CIO headquarters to coordinate efforts among the various affiliates, including those being put in place by the I.U.P.A.  The grim, but in all likelihood accurate, prediction was that programs assisting workers throughout the stricken region will have to continue for a long time into the future with no accurate estimate of when the need will end.  The AFL-CIO has added a special page to their website to provide ongoing information regarding assistance for victims that can be reached at www.aflcio.org/hurricane. 

Further relief is being offered to union members who participate in the Union Plus programs available to I.U.P.A. and AFL-CIO members.  The new Union Plus Credit Card Disaster Relief Fund is available to help cardholders who are facing financial hardship due to Hurricane Katrina. Union cardholders are eligible to apply for a Disaster Relief Fund grant ranging from $500 to $2,000. The money does not have to be repaid. 

Other special assistance for cardholders includes lower rates, fee waivers and other help.  Union members who have suffered from Katrina and have been Union Plus Credit Card holders for at least 12 months can call the Credit Card Disaster Relief Helpline at 1-877-761-5028 to speak directly with a specially trained representative.  

Assistance plans vary by program provider and applicants who participate in Union Plus loan, mortgage, auto insurance, and credit counseling should call the appropriate number below.
  Union Plus Loan Program: 1-800-343-7097
  Union Plus Mortgage: 1-800-848-6466
  Union Plus Auto Insurance: 1-800-294-9496
  Union Plus Credit Counseling: 1-877-833-1745

 

END

 

NOTE:
 

Originally chartered in 1979, the International Union of Police Associations, AFL-CIO is the only AFL-CIO chartered labor union that exclusively represents law enforcement personnel.  The more than 100,000 (one out of every four eligible) represented by the I.U.P.A. are all full time employees of law enforcement agencies ranging from line officers up to first line supervisors as well as civilian employees.  The I.U.P.A.'s mission is to protect and advance officers' wages, benefits, and work conditions.  Membership includes officers from over 600 agencies throughout the United States and in the Caribbean and Canada.  More information is available at www.iupa.org.
