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OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION

ATTENTION FIRST CHOICE VEST OWNERS

FROM HERSCHEL M. SIGALL

GENERAL COUNSEL, OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION, IUPA/AFL-CIO

March 27, 2006

On March 17, 2006 I took part in a Hearing before Federal District Court Judge Nathaniel Gorton in Boston Massassachetts.  As counsel for the Plaintiffs in a suit filed against First Choice Body Armor on behalf of all officers who own a Zylon content First Choice bullet resistant vest, we were seeking to compel First Choice to contact all officers wearing its vests and advise officers of the NIJ decertification of the vest and of the danger such vests present. 

Following the hearing, First Choice presented the Court with a communication it proposed to send to all its customers.  We do not believe that First Choice has a customer base that includes officers who purchased vests from Distributors. As an example, our OHP officers purchased their vests from Distributor Damian Murray.  We are therefore reprinting the Notice Letter submitted by First Choice here to encourage all officers wearing the vest to contact the number listed in the letter.  The letter states that First Choice has created a replacement program by which a free non-Zylon vest will be provided to replace the First Choice Zylon content vest.  We have reprinted in part the letter below:

The letter states as follows: “We request that you be in touch to discuss our Voluntary Replacement Program to make arrangements for a free swap of newly produced vests having the same Level II or Level III threat protection.  We ask also that you post or distribute this letter so that any affected officers may pose their questions or concerns about our program.  Feel free to write to us or to contact our Program Coordinator, Crissy Piper, at 1-800-882-7667 ext. 21.”

We are anxious to confirm the authenticity and commitment of the First Choice statements in the letter. Please contact Ms. Piper at 1 800 882-7667, ext. 21.  If you experience any difficulty in arranging for the “free’ replacement” please contact Assistant General Counsel Elaine Silveira or me at 800 544-7948, or 614 781-7686.  If you have questions following your contact with Ms. Piper please call Elaine or me and share such questions you may have. For the moment at least it looks as though we may be well on the way to replacing the First Choice Zylon vests.  
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