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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

AUGUST 29, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NIJ WITHDRAWAL OF CERTIFICATION PROMPTS ARMOR HOLDINGS TO RECALL ALL ABA ZYLON CONTENT VESTS 
New armor vests to cost $19.4M

Armor Holdings Inc., the largest supplier of police body armor, expects to pay about $19.4 million in the third quarter to exchange protective vests that may be deficient. An exchange program to replace vests made with Zylon fibers is expected to cost no more than 33 cents a share, the Jacksonville, Fla.-based company said Monday in a statement on its Web site. The National Institute of Justice, a Justice Department agency, on Aug. 24 suspended its safety certification of vests containing Zylon, made by Toyobo Co. of Osaka, Japan. Armor Holdings said it voluntarily initiated the exchange program for its Zylon vests because law enforcement agencies which use uncertified armor may violate their own policies or those of their insurers. 

We will keep you updated as the affects of the DOJ decision to withdraw certification of all Zylon content vests continues to have its impact upon the nation’s vest manufacturers. Any officer wearing a relatively new hybrid or high content ABA Zylon vest should be comfortable, however, with the knowledge that the vest will still be effective for a substantial period of time. Certainly, enough time for the replacements to be made by Armor Holdings. 
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