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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 22, 2005

COLUMBUS, OHIO

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT ORDER ENTERED IN CLASS ACTION CASE AGAINST ARMOR HOLDINGS (AMERICAN BODY ARMOR)

Important Advisory from

OSTA General Counsel

Herschel M. Sigall


Florida Circuit Court Judge Bernard Nachman has issued a Proposed Settlement Order in the class action case against Armor Holdings. The important features of that Order are as follows:

The key parts of the Court Order are as follows;
 

1.  The Class is established as those officers who purchased a Zylon content (any percentage of content) vest from Armor Holdings (American Body Armor and/or Safariland) during the period from August 13, 2004 through August 29, 2005. (Earlier purchases were covered by an earlier settlement before the same court that established the cut off date as August 13, 2004.)
 

2.  Members of the Class may elect, or may only qualify, for one of two options.   
 

     a. If you bought one of the Zylon content vests and have "definitive" proof of the purchase, e.g. cancelled check or credit card bill, you may upon submitting the front and back panels of the vest receive in return 100% of the purchase price. 
 

      b.  If you have "reasonable" proof of purchase such as a purchase order or the confirmation statement of a vest distributor, and turn in the front and back vest panels, you will receive a "voucher" equal to the purchase price to be used to purchase a new non-Zylon vest. 
 

      c.  If all you have is the vest itself, you can take the vest to a distributor and together establish a purchase price for the vest, which together with turning in the front and back panels, will provide you with a voucher for the agreed amount of the original purchase. This voucher can then be used to purchase a new non-Zylon vest.
 

Important Points:
 

     * Under options (a), (b), or (c) above there is no prorating of the purchase price. The officer is entitled and will receive 100% price either in cash or voucher regardless of whether the purchase was on August 14, 2004 or August 29, 2005.
 

    ** A fairness hearing is scheduled in Jacksonville FL for October 27, 2005, to hear any objections to the proposed settlement. (Please note we have reviewed the Settlement Proposal and find it fair and reasonable, but any officer can file objections if they so choose. If they wish to oppose the settlement they must file such opposition by October 21, 2005).  
 

   *** No one electing to use a voucher to purchase a new vest is required to actually turn in the panels of their current vest until they receive their new vest. No one will be without a vest in the process. 
 

 **** Any officer wishing to participate in the Settlement can do so by submitting a Claim Form. This can be done "online" at www.bodyarmor.com/zylon. Registration must be completed on or before December 1, 2005. There is an exception for officers adversely affected by Hurricane Katrina. Hopefully, none will be necessary for Hurricane Rita, but if necessary we will move to accommodate all officers in need of additional time. 
 

I will continue to keep you informed of this case and the pending class action against Point Blank, PACA and First Choice as developments take place. Rest assured that when all is said and done we will do whatever necessary to finally lay to rest the issue of Zylon vests.
