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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

COLUMBUS, OH

OCTOBER 12, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AND NOW A WORD FROM THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY
THE OHP HAS A TOTAL  OF TWO (2) FORD CVPI CRUISERS WITH FACTORY INSTALLED FIRE SUPRESSION UNITS. OSTA HAS DEMANDED THAT ALL TROOPERS HAVE CRUISERS WITH  FIRE SUPRESSION.

Ford has as factory equipment a fire a new suppressant system. Ford states that OHP Troopers are particularly good candidates for the purchasing of the factory installed passive fire suppression systems. 
Ford says: 

A police officer is 1000 times more likely to face a fire and than is a civilian driver of a panther platform vehicle. (Like the CVPI 

Ford says:

Not only are police officers 1000 times more likely to face the rear end fire and explosion but that even among that high risk group, Troopers are a higher risk yet. 

Ford says:
 “Not all police officers are exposed to the same kind of risk”, noting that “highway patrol and state police agencies purchase (or should purchase) the fire-suppression system.” 
Ford says:

The new system  “uses advanced electronics and on-board sensors to sense the impact and measure post-impact vehicle movement to determine the most appropriate time for deployment of the fire suppression material”.

Ford says:

The new technology is  “state of the art fire suppression technology initially developed and tested for use in military armored personnel vehicles.” It is “mounted in the trunk kick-up area, resulting in no loss in trunk volume or passenger capacity.” 

Ford says:

The fire suppression unit will deploy automatically when a high-speed, high-energy impact occurs.” The system parallels one built by Areojet of Sacramento similar to those currently used by NASCAR racecars.

Ford says: 

It has tested the fire suppression unit at 75 MPH with a mid size vehicle with 200oz of fuel, and that its testing confirmed the high regard it has for the system. 

Your Union says  ‘there is no valid reason why two (2) marked OHP CVPI cruisers have factory installed fire suppression units and Nine Hundred and Eighty Three (983) do not.  The cost to the OHP is an additional $2,500 per cruiser.”

ARE WE WORTH IT?  

Some citizens have already contacted the OSTA and want to circulate  petitions to our Legislature asking that it act as Connecticut did in making it a law that  the Ford factory fire suppression units be mandatory in the state’s purchase of new Ford CVPI cruisers. 

WILL WE HELP IN THAT EFFORT?

WILL YOU HELP?

OSTA President Trooper Larry Phillips has said we will not leave the bargaining table without a commitment to factory fire suppression units on all new purchases. 

WILL YOU VOTE NOT TO ACCEPT ANY NEW CONTRACT THAT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR MANDATORY PASSIVE FIRE SUPPRESSION UNITS AS A PRIME OFFICER SAFETY ISSUE? 

IS THERE ANYTHING MORE IMPORTANT THAN OFFICER SAFETY?
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