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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 17, 2007

COLUMBUS, OHIO

UNION MEETS WITH OCB TO DISCUSS CONCILIATION/ARBITRATION PROCESS

Earlier today OSTA President, Trooper Larry Phillips, together with Union General Counsel and Executive Director Jim Roberts, met with the Director of the Ohio Office of Collective Bargaining.  The OCB is the official bargaining agent for the State of Ohio.  The meeting was necessitated by the “rejection” on the part of the State of Ohio of the Fact Finding Report and Recommendation issued by Fact Finder Dr. Harry Graham. 

Steve Loeffler, Director of the OCB told the Union delegation, that notwithstanding the “rejection” action taken last week, it was Governor Strickland’s intention to reach accommodation with the Union. He identified limited areas of the Fact Finding Report that the OCB wanted to further discuss.   To that end the Union agreed to meet with the OHP and OCB on May 1, 2, and if necessary May 3, 2007 to attempt to reach an accord.  Following such an accord the State would recommend approval of the tentative contract to the Controlling Board. 

While welcoming a course of action that would remove the necessity of engaging in the Conciliation/Arbitration process, the Union informed OCB that it would require strict adherence to the timelines of the Conciliation process. President Phillips has stated “We anticipate receiving a list of five potential Arbitrator/Conciliators from the State Employment Relations Board this week. We will meet with the Employer to select one of the five to serve as the Conciliator/Arbitrator and press forward to a Conciliation/Arbitration hearing under the shortest timelines available. We would be pleased of course, if we would reach an accommodation with the Employer prior to the Conciliation/Arbitration. That accommodation, however, could not diminish the overall benefits found in the Fact Finding Report”.  The OSTA Bargaining Committee will be in Columbus on April 30, 2007 to prepare for the scheduled meetings with OCB and the Patrol on May 1, 2, and 3, 2007.  

The OSTA will make every effort to keep the membership informed of the Conciliation/Arbitration process on a real time basis.
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