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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

SEPTEMBER 19, 2006

COLUMBUS, OHIO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONAL TROOPERS COALITION HOLDS FALL CONFERENCE IN DETROIT MICHIGAN

NTC CHAIRMAN PRAISES OHIO’S WORK IN OFFICER SAFETY

OSTA Unit #1 Bargaining Committee Chairman Trooper Alan Wheeler joined Combined Board Chairman Trooper Jeremy Mendenhall and Executive Director Jim Roberts in attending the 2006 NTC Fall Conference in Detroit. The National Troopers Coalition is in its 26th year serving more than 30,000 troopers across our country. Since 1977 the NTC has served as a bonding agent between Troopers in States from Alabama to Wyoming, meeting to discuss common concerns. As National Chairman Wisconsin Trooper Casey Perry has stated, “Crime has not be on hold since 9-11, criminals are still preying on their next victim or target while less troopers are available to prevent criminal acts and/or arrest them. Our highways have not become safer with fewer state troopers; instead fatality rates are climbing in many of our states.”  Jeremy Mendenhall was able to report to the National Chairman that in Ohio, thanks in part to the lobbying effort of Troopers for A Safer Ohio, we have not suffered a reduction of staffing similar to that reported by many other states. 


Our delegates to the Conference were extremely pleased to hear NTC Chairman Casey say that Troopers across the nation owe a debt of gratitude to Ohio’s Troopers and the OSTA’s General Counsel staff for leading the national fight to ensure that all Troopers had safe bullet resistant vests. “I remember flying into Columbus to the offices of the OSTA/OTC to be briefed by the Toyobo Class Counsel only hours after a tentative settlement in the Toyobo case that provided Twenty Nine Million Dollars for distribution to law enforcement officers who had purchased the Second Chance Zylon vests. I know of the work of OSTA lawyers in pursuing class action cases against other vest manufacturers that ended in all officers being afforded new, safe vests at no cost to the officer.” said Chairman Perry. “For all your good work we owe you a sincere debt of gratitude”, said Perry. 
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