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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

December 16, 2005

COLUMBUS, OHIO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Update and Guidance from 

Herschel M. Sigall

General Counsel, OSTA

UPDATE AND GUIDANCE ON TOYOBO SETTLEMENT

*Very Important---------------Please Read and Share 


I conferred yesterday with class counsel in the Toyobo case, both in Atlanta and in New Orleans.  I was informed that the OHP registered with the Class Administrator three hundred vests as if it were the proper class member to receive the settlement payment.  It is not the proper party to receive the currently estimated $673.00 per class member who purchased a Second Chance Ultima/Ultimax/TriFlex vest.  The individual officer is the proper entity to receive the distributive share from the settlement. I believe that the law is clear and supportive of our position in this matter.  I further believe that if the individual officer has registered with the Administrator and now sends in the Election of Benefits Form he/she should have received, he/she will receive the approximate $670.00 distribution check.  


We have had some calls from officers who have told us that they filled out the Elections of Benefits Form and turned it into the OHP.  DO NOT DO THAT! Send it to the Class Administrator.  You will not receive your share of the settlement unless you file the Election of Benefits Form with the Class Administrator. If you are convinced that you initially registered with the Class Administrator but for some reason have not received an Election of Benefits Form, you can download the form from our Website.  Print out pages #4 and #5.  Fill out page #4 and sign page #5 and then mail it to the Class Administrator at the address listed on the form. You would be well advised also to call the Class Administrator and advise that you are registered for the settlement but did not receive an Election of Benefits Form. 

In discussion with class counsel in this case, I took the position on behalf of OSTA that for any officer who could have registered but did not file, we would support the OHP receiving the portion of the settlement to which the officer who did not file would have been eligible to receive.  So if there were 350 Second Chance Zylon vests sold and only 200 of our officers registered and then filed the appropriate Election of Benefits Form, we support the remaining share equal to 150 times the individual share, being distributed to the OHP. But, my primary interest is in seeing that the $673.00 individual share of the settlement is paid to the individual members who registered as class members and who have or will file the Election of Benefits Form. 

*For those of you who would have been eligible but didn’t register, there is still time to register.  Do it today! There is a provision for a secondary distribution of benefits for those filing late.  Do it today!
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