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(OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COLUMBUS, OHIO

SEPTEMBER 15, 2006

REPRESENTATION ELECTION TENTATIVELY SET FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 16, 2006

Union President Trooper Larry Phillips met today with the State Employment Relations Board and following the meeting announced that the Representation Election between OSTA and the challenging OLC is tentatively scheduled for the week of October 16, 2006.  Phillips attended the meeting with SERB along with both of OSTA’s attorneys. Present for the OLC was a single representative, Catherine Brockman. OSTA proposed expanding the number of voting sites for the election to make voting easily available for members of the contested bargaining units. In 1997 thirty sites were established for the voting that elected the OSTA as the bargaining agent for OHP Troopers, Sergeants and Uniformed Communications Officers. Phillips has proposed to expand those thirty sites to 48 sites where balloting can be conducted. Because SERB staff is limited, the OSTA proposed that balloting be held over a four-day period. SERB’s resources are limited and it is difficult for it to conduct an election where there are nearly 60 actual locations were voters work.  


The final number of voting sites and the hours each site will be open has yet to be decided.  Additional information is being digested by SERB including the number of potential voters at each Post or facility and the distance between Posts. Voters will be permitted to vote while on duty if the time that SERB will be operating the polling place corresponds with an on duty status. Some voters will be required to vote while off duty and some will of course have to drive to a location which is not their Post assignment. However, according to President Phillips the intention is to make voting available to everyone and as easy as possible consistent with the requirement that SERB officials be present at the voting site and maintain control of the ballot boxes. 


The Office of Collective Bargaining, acting for the Employer had asked SERB that the election be held on separate weeks for Unit #1 (Troopers and UCO’s) and Unit #15 (Sergeants).  The OSTA filed a Position Statement in response that opposed separate election dates and SERB has determined to hold elections for both Units simultaneously.  “October 16th was the earliest date offered by SERB and it was therefore the date we fully accepted”, said Phillips.  “The sooner the better”, he declared. “The sooner this is over the sooner we can get to the bargaining table and negotiate needed pay increases for our members”, said President Phillips. 
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