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(OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

MARCH 7, 2008

COLUMBUS, OHIO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COLONEL PAUL D. McCLELLAN

SUPERINTENDENT OSHP JANUARY 10, 2003 – MARCH 16, 2007

“A LEGACY OF FULFILLED and UNFULFILLED PROMISE”

Fulfilled Promise


Colonel Paul McClellan leaves his stewardship of the Ohio State Highway Patrol on the 16th of this month completing a thirty-two year career.  His command tenure of the OSHP started with such great promise. Colonel McClellan traveled throughout the state visiting our road Troopers as their Posts.  While he came to talk to them, he announced his real intention was to talk with them and listen to what they had to say about their perception of the direction of the Patrol. Who better to learn from than the officers who are daily dedicated to the mission of the OSHP.  He heard plenty in the field.  He learned that the reservoir of good will built up over scores of years of professional service to the needs of the people of Ohio was rapidly dwindling under an ever-increasing emphasis on issuing sevens. Activity had been driven to the point of creating law enforcement automatons increasingly referred to as “revenue rangers” by a perplexed and angering public.  To his credit Colonel McClellan reviewed the activity driven policy and reshaped it. No longer would activity be the order of the day. Units would be placed on high accident corridors as well as high-speed highways. His LifeStat 1.0 initiative redirected the effort of Troopers to the fundamental goal of saving lives. Officers were encouraged to talk to motorists; educate motorists; warn motorists of poor driving conduct. The Colonel’s shift in emphasis brought cries of concern from jurisdictions that feared a reduction in their share of citation dollars. But, to his credit, Colonel McClellan stayed the course. 

Unfulfilled Promise


While the Colonel succeeded in reshaping the mission of the OSHP and enhancing its contacts with the driving public, he failed miserably in his responsibility as Superintendent to support and maintain the goal of “Officer Safety”, given great lip service but little actual support. During Colonel McClellan’s time on the bridge Officer Safety was relegated to convenient and cost free lip service. In the two most obvious areas of Officer Safety, the Colonel refused to acknowledge the dangerous Ford CVPI that has claimed the lives of over a score of our fellow law enforcement officers. Even after Ford itself created the mechanism for a passive fire suppression unit as a factory installed safety feature (especially for Troopers) the Colonel purchased but two of these vehicles which cost an additional $3,500.00 per vehicle. The Colonel had no trouble signing off on jet helicopters not used for traffic enforcement or for a three million dollar jet plane that seats eight including a pilot and co-pilot. No doubt the plane has many safety features. The impact of what can happen following a rupture of the CVPI’s gas tank following a rear end collision was made all to clear on September 28, 2006 in Gallia County. That date and the Colonel’s actions following the deaths of Sergeant Dale Holcomb and Trooper Josh Risner in that collision will unfortunately mark his “legacy” as Colonel. Colonel McClellan demonstrated a shocking dearth of knowledge of the potential of alcohol synthesis in a decomposing body when he embraced a autopsy undertaken 60 hours following the fiery death of Trooper Risner. The autopsy found that blood analyzed from the heart of Trooper Risner registered .08 BAC. The Colonel immediately gave a damning interview to the Columbus Dispatch concluding that Trooper Risner was driving legally drunk at the time of the accident. Nothing was further from the truth and thanks to Trooper Risner’s fellow officers and his Union, the Colonel was forced to seek additional testing that disclosed that Risner, much as the initial OHP blood analysis disclosed, had a BAC of .00 at the time of his death. It was a terrible time for the Risner family that first lost a loved one and then saw his reputation maligned by his Colonel who acted callously and clumsily portraying himself as a victim. Unfortunately the Colonels legacy will always carry this sad chapter. Even the Columbus Dispatch Article that announced the Colonel’s retirement contained the sad chapter of his actions regarding the loss of Trooper Risner and his failure to ever apologize to the family.  

The Colonel’s stumbling through the Zylon vest issue was another example of a lack of real concern with Officer Safety first. The Colonel was slow to receive the impact of the Second Chance announcement that its vest was faulty and embraced a sad attempt to fix the problem with Kevlar inserts. Later the Colonel, even after Second Chance was in bankruptcy, made a deal with Second Chance to replace the Zylon vests with a different vest that was also testing poorly and also failed to notice that the “warranty” that Second Chance was offering was about as good as it’s chances of staying in business. It ceased business two weeks after the Colonel would have equipped Troopers with the Second Chance Monarch vest. As the vest battle spread to other manufacturers the Colonel and the OHP sat on the sideline while the Union carried the fight for Ohio’s Troopers and Sergeants. When that fight brought a settlement that was to provide a total of $39,000,000.00 to be divided amongst Second Chance vest owners, the Colonel rushed in to claim that the Patrol and not the officers were the proper parties to receive that portion representing vests sold to Troopers and Sergeants. Ultimately the Union convinced the Ohio Attorney General that the proper parties were the Troopers and Sergeants and not the OHP as demanded by the Colonel. Over $300,000.00 was distributed to officers directly including many on the Colonel’s command staff. 

We wish the Colonel McClellan a full and satisfying retirement. We are cognizant of what he accomplished and will not denigrate that field of accomplishment. We wish he had been more aware and committed to Officer Safety. It was a failure of his administration that we fervently hope will be rectified by the incoming administration as yet unnamed by Governor Strickland. 
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