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 (OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE OHIO STATE TROOPERS ASSOCIATION)

NOVEMBER 7, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COLUMBUS, OH  43229

UPDATE ON CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS

LARRY PHILLIPS, PRESIDENT OSTA
ELECTION CLEARS WAY FOR NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN 

Following the tallying of the votes in the Representation Election conducted by the State Employment Relations Board (SERB), the results were confirmed and sent on to the SERB Board itself for “Certification”.  The earliest we could be placed upon the SERB Board’s official meeting schedule was the November 9, 2006 meeting. At this time the Board will officially certify the OSTA as the sole and exclusive collective bargaining agent for State Bargaining Unit #1 and #15.

Negotiations had been “stayed” pending the Representation Election. The Employer, acting through the Office of Collective Bargaining, moved SERB to “stay” negotiations until it could be confirmed whether the Employer would be negotiating with OSTA or with the OLC/FOP. The Employer has now requested that the “stay” be lifted as soon as OSTA is “certified” in the November 9, 2006 Board meeting. We have every reason to expect that SERB will lift the “stay” effective November 9, 2006. On November 15, 2006 there is scheduled a brief preliminary meeting to go over procedural matters with the Employer’s chief representatives in the bargaining process.

On November 17, 2006 we will have a meeting here at our Headquarters, 6161 Busch Blvd., Columbus, OH of both our Unit# 1 (Troopers and UCO’s) and Unit #15 (Sergeants) Bargaining Committees. This meeting will involve a review of bargaining proposals that the committees had been working on with the thought of finalizing such proposals for bargaining. We have indicated to the Employer that at least initially the Bargaining Units will bargain separately. Later in the process if it is beneficial we can move toward joint negotiations with the Employer.  Negotiating Committee members have received an email informing them of their required attendance on November 17, 2006.  Of course in the process of negotiations the OSTA will require that negotiated increases in wages be retroactive to the expiration of our last contract, July 1, 2006. 

More updates will follow and will be posted on our website, www.OhioTroopers.Org. 
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